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Recycling in the
Florida Keys

America Recycles Day is a Keep America Beautiful Initiative, that is
dedicated to promoting and celebrating recycling in the United States.
Each year on November 15, enthusiasts focus on educating neighbors,
friends and colleagues on the benefits and importance of recycling. In
order to inspire others to recycle it is important to know the recycling

information for your county. In honor of America Recycles Day,
Extension Services has taken some time to research and gather helpful
'hpfoynlay_iqp O proper recycling techniques in Monroe County.
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T%ig ¥ 8w 34N 2Q3 % HRincorporated Monroe hauled 7,090 tons of

1 fegycralile items up to the mainland to be recycled. Recyclables are
taken to a single -stream center, which is why patrons do not have to

an s wsepanmate oa sdrt thd iteynsu Paper, aluminum, plastic, etc. can all go

ﬁ"ltsottti\eoéhaﬂe reék€ptdele Ihbeled with the word recycling or the recycle
|%al |s|.cut55||9/|n. . . .
gym gls Recygligg,from Moriroe, Miami -Dade, Broward and Collier
counties are processed and sorted at the site, then put into bails and
shipped to companies who buy recycling.

Recycling can be very confusing at times. Many people find it
chall enging to know exactly what
sprepare items for recycling. The list below indicates what items can be
recycled and how to prepare them for the recycle bin:
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qﬁ chrs tfalh/mfnum, steel) - empty and rinse

NATIONAL
RECYCLE DAY

1. Foad and Beverage Cartons 6 empty and remove lid
ﬂ2 Ela%ggott es)glﬁa[dg\]ars - empty, rinse and remove cap
2 kg Raper (mixed paper, magazines, newspaper, flattened cardboard)
T2 Plagticottles gned Containers (1 -5)0 empty and cap remains

** Do not place recyclables in a plastic bags, it will become trash. Remember plastic
bags are NOT recyclable! They cause problems for the sorting machines **
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g UF/IFAS Florida Sea Grant Agent
Shelly recently &c Sheliyfsko-lsat & tthe Rlohida 9 Shelly has been busy helping
following acti viSed@ant:SEASWAG and we led people register for the new
our bi-annual meeting to virtual training for the Florida
1 Shelly is the South Florida determine upcoming priorities Horseshoe Crab Watch Program,
coordinator for the 2020 -2023 and performance measures for which is a partnership with the
Greater Amberjack Visioning reporting to the National Sea FWC and uses volunteers to
Program and has been Grant office. Shelly is also vice collect horseshoe crab data.
interviewing fishermen and chair of the South Atlantic Shelly co-wrote the EDIS
women, seafood dealers, and Fishery Management Council document oO0The Amelrica
researchers for input into the Outreach and Communication Hor seshoe Crab, 6 |(whic
greater amberjack fishery. Advisory Panel and on the Gulf peer-reviewed and now available
Learn more, and how to Council Outreach and Education online: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/sq190
participate, in my blog at: Technical Committee and both ' =
hitp:/blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/ met ip Octoper for their b_i -annual ‘

X . meeting to discuss fisheries https:/blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/monroeco/2020/09/29/2020 -
monro_ECO/z_OZO/lO/ZO/qreater - communications for 2021 and florida -horseshoe-crab-watch -census-free-virtual -
22;]232;31% -input -needed-from - beyond, including redesigning the training_-course/

E— SAFMC website.

Environment al Horti cul
dedicated to hel ping you wi

oeooaner | We lhave many dlifferent ways we can assls zoom pLant cLnics

Every Tuesday & 3rd Saturday of the month!!

Email Monroe@ifas.ufl.edu or

° :
EMAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO «\h «:;% N Call (305)292 -4501 to Register
mastergardener@monroecounty -fl.gov S s ==
_ _ o FACEBOOK PAGE
Please include a detailed description of the Visit our Facebook page for updates, requests, information
B problemﬁ and photos if available and so much more! S\ 7
,,‘\% m https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension/ ?\h’

I s ¢ Michelle Leonard -Mularz
H B OI ' > I r w, LWFJ:S Environmental Horticulture Agent

Michelle recentl y {amehel®pitribscd 20tonipdse

following acti vi bihs@$%esidents across Monroe
County in an effort to reduce food
I Michelle presented at the Florida waste entering landfills, having a
State Horticultural Society (FSHS) positive environmental impact in ‘ .
Annual Conference on offering the County by recycling that Jb‘).w—.f./“"
virtual plant clinics and potential material instead of it
impacts to her program. She was contributing to methane 9 Michelle was the co -coordinator
also nominated as the Vice emissions coming from landfills. for the Southeast Extension
President -elect for the Monroe County Solid Waste District Meeting, urban
Ornamental, Garden, and Department sponsored the horticulture breakout session and
Landscape section of FSHS for purchase of the bins, allowing us co-created a district -wide
2021. S to offer them to the residents at a outreach effort among urban
= ! = significantly reduced price. horticulture agents called the
G S Green Team Initiative.
LTURN.

Be sure t o Eflciekeenadk ufso |olhovw tatredrnosnt alg r a m
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onroe County Extension Director
Alicia recentl y 9 cAegamgi theiSsuth€ast Fidridae
foll owing acti vclinateeCdmpact, Alicia helped to

hold a Municipal Round Table
partici pat e dwvorkshop td Bhare the development
of the C-CAT Compact Climate
Assessment Tool. This tool will i
allow municipal partners to report
on progress in both mitigation and
adaptation to climate change
impacts. The purpose of the C-CAT
is to allow cities to report progress
against a checklist of fundamental
action items their communities can
be advancing.

T Alicia
Natural Resources Leadership
Institute . This eight -month
program builds leadership skills
in managing issues and promotes
collaboration among competing
interests. NRLI is open to any
natural resource professional.

9 Alicia held 4 on -line financial
literacy classes for youth as part

Alicia worked to develop the
strategic planning for the University
of Florida Extension Roadmap,
Initiative 6 and Initiative 3.

Extension Roadmap:
https://extadmin.ifas.ufl.edu/media/
extadminifasufledu/ext -admin -new/
documents/Roadmap.pdf

of a young adult literacy program.

Participants learned about SOUTHEAST FLORIDA

credit, debit, saving and
budgeting.

Initiative 6 and 3:
https://extadmin.ifas.ufl.edu/media/
extadminifasufledu/extension -roadmap/
EXT ExtensionRoadmapHandout2020.pdf
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Many different items cannot be recycled at
the actual facility, however there are other

ways you can recycle/reuse these items. The

list below indicates items that cannot be
recycled in Monroe County. This list also
includes other ways you can recycle these
items in your community.

1 Plastic grocery bags 0 these can be

taken back to the grocery store

Food waste 0o try composting

Styrofoam & avoid using

Furniture  (even plastic furniture)

Clothing or linens & donate these items

Garden hoses, hangers, electric wires

Pots and pans & donate these items

Yard waste 9 collected separately and

taken to a facility for composting

1 Hazardous materials such as chemi-
cals, propane tanks, batteries, paint

= =4 =4 =4 -8 -8 A

0

these can be taken to hazardous waste col-

lections within the county. For infor-
mation on these collection sites follow the
link below: https://www.monroecounty -

fl.gov/239/Household -Hazardous -Waste-E-

Waste

(vrecydle

The possibilities are endless.

Be sure

TOP 5 MYTHS ABOUT RECYCLING

1. MYTH: Recyclables need to be washed.
Recyclables need to be emptied; if they are soiled a
quick rinse will suffice.

2. MY TH: Doesndt it take
recyclables around?

Even with transportation, recycling saves energy.
Recycling also reduces the creation of greenhouse
gases, generates US jobs, and saves natural
resources.

mor e

3. MYTH: Pizza boxes are not recyclable.

Make sure to remove the parts of the box that have
grease, cheese or crusts and recycle the clean parts of
the cardboard can be recycled.

4. MYTH: Caps on plastic bottles are not

recyclable.

The caps on bottles are recyclable! You will just need
to make sure that they are removed from the top of
the bottle

5. MYTH: If something has recycling arrows on
it itds recycl abl e.

Not always. Monroe county recycles plastics with a
number 1 through 5 within the recycle arrows.

Sources: Monroe County BOCC website and
Recyclingpartenership.org
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UF/IFAS Extension is
Putting Florida First

UF/IFAS/MCES QUARTERLY CONTACTS
Aug Sept
Phone calls 36 44 46 126
Of fice visitorso 20 15 35
Donate unopened jars of peanut butter to the . . L
locations listed below from now until Nov. 25th. Email Consultatdbdns 135 17e 465
3 3 9 J Learning event s34 37 33 104
- = - - Participants 454 1065 870 2,389
The Florida Peanut Producers Association and ] ] )
Florida Peanut Federation will match our Medi a submissioks 7 9 21
donations.! Publications di&% ri blustGed 350 575
S 7 TOTAL contacts758 1,4581,4993,715

All peanut butter donations will go to our local
food pantries to help feed families in need.

Michelle worked with the

upper and lower
D RO P 0 FF LO CATI O NS elementary students at
The Childrends Sc
Key West Gato Building Suite 2-260 Key West on planting a

butterfly garden and

Marathon Govt. Center Suite 400 identifying caterpillars
Murray Nelson Govt. Center  Suite 244 Il DLE SEmEEE
insects.
g An Equal Opportunity Institution. UF/ I FAS E
If you do not have access to these buildings and and Agricultural Sciences, Nick T. Place,

would still like to donate please call (305)292-4501 UF/ 1 FAS Extensi on pHi banidc aytouotnhs p(uebxlcil cuadtiinogn s4)
Fl orida residents from county UF/ 1| FA
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